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I would assign the 7,5oo/. remaining; reckoning Dublin to
answer one-fourth of the kingdom, as London is judged to
answer (if I mistake not) one-third of England, I mean in
the view of money only.

To compute our want of small change by the number of
souls in the kingdom, besides being perplexed, is, I think,
by no means just They have been reckoned at a million
and a half; whereof a million at least are beggars in all
circumstances, except that of wandering about for alms ;
and that circumstance may arrive soon enough, when it will
be time to add another ten thousand pounds in copper
But, without doubt, the families of Ireland, who he chiefly
under the difficulties of wanting small change, cannot be
above forty or fifty thousand, which the sum of ten thousand
pounds, with the addition of the fairest old halfpence, would
tolerably supply; for, if we give too great a loose to any
projector to pour in upon us what he pleases, the kingdom
will be, (how shall I express it under our present circum-
stances ?) more than undone

And hence appears, in a very strong light, the villainy of
Wood, who proposed the coinage of one hundred and eight
thousand pounds in coppei, for the use of Ireland ; whereby
every family in the kingdom would be loaden with ten or
a dozen shillings, although Wood might not transgress the
bounds of his patent, and although no counterfeits, either at
home or abroad, were added to the number; the contrary
to both which would indubitably have arrived. So ill in-
formed are great men on the other side, who talk of a
million with as little ceremony as we do of half-a-crown !

But to return to the proposal I have made. Suppose ten
gentlemen, lovers of their country, should raise 2 GO/, a-piece;
-and, from the time the money is deposited as they shall
agree, should begin to charge it with seven per cent, for
their own use; that they should, as soon as possible, pro-
vide a mint and good workman, and buy copper sufficient
for coining two thousand pounds, subtracting a fifth part of
the interest of ten thousand pounds for the charges of the
tools, and fitting up a place for a mint; the other four parts
of the same interest to be subtracted equally out of the four
remaining coinages of 2,ooo/. each, with a just allowance for
other necessary incidents Let the charge of coinage be